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This Week at

Westminster Presbyterian Church
Christ welcomes all, and so do we

Lighting the Advent Wreath in the Tradition of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love.
In the ancient world, various peoples lit fires to mark the turning of the light into
winter’s season and to pray for the return of the light. The church has
Christianized that practice in the lighting of the Advent wreath. To us, these
candles are signs of the growing light of Christ who is coming again in all
fullness into the darkness of our world. Until the dawning of that Great Day, we
watch and wait in Holy Spirit for Christ’s coming into the darkness of our world,
lighting candles of hope, peace, joy, and love; and remembering the promises of
God with prayer.

December 20, 2020
4th Sunday of Advent
Worship 9:30
Streaming Live
All of us at Westminster share your concern about the ongoing outbreak of the
respiratory illness caused by COVID-19 coronavirus. This is especially true
about how it relates to ways in which we gather as a faith community. Our
services at the church building have been suspended.
We will be live streaming our services during this time.
If you would like to join us, call the church office at 352-378-4032 or write
contact@wpcgaineville.org (leave your name, phone number and email address)
and the link will be provided.

Happening This Sunday

There will be a short Children’s Sunday School lesson immediately after the
Worship Service this Sunday. Contact Bob Lombard for Zoom information.

This Sunday, December 20th is the Fourth Sunday
of Advent. Advent is a season of the liturgical year
observed as a time of expectant waiting and
preparation for both the celebration of the Nativity of
Christ at Christmas and the return of Christ at the
Second Coming.

Consider driving by the church at night to
see the beautiful light display that Colin
and his helpers have made possible

While we are unable to meet at the church for services, Gail will be at the church
building each Tuesday and Thursday from 10am—12 noon to accept you
canned and non-perishable food donations. The big blue bin will be outside the
Community Building door. The donations will be delivered to Gainesville
Community Ministry.

Gainesville Community Ministry

Christmas Joy Special Offering Sunday, December 20, 2020

Treasurer Note
We now have a secure-locked mail box so please continue to give by mailing in
your donations to:
1521 NW 34th Street Gainesville, FL 32605-5033
Or with On-Line Giving at:
https://www.churchofficegiving.com/App/Giving/wpcgainesville

Via

•

Adult Study of the book Your God is TOO Glorious by Chad Bird, meets on
Mondays @ 5pm.
Contact Barry Nason for information.
Bible Study 10:30 am each Tuesday
Children’s Sunday School immediately after Worship Service.

•

Christmas Eve Service, December 24 @ 6pm

•

•

Contact Committee Chairperson or Church Office for Zoom information.

FREE TO GOOD HOME—Pick up at church or home. If interested, email
wgmlane@bellsouth.net .
Elephant ear plants
Kalanchoe
Pinecone Ginger
Red shrimp plants
Walking Iris

Session Highlights from December 13, 2020 Stated Meeting
·
Formally thanked Elders Norma Green and Anne Newman for their
service as members of the Elder Class of 2020.
·
Approved the use of $4200 from the Emergency Repair Fund for
waterproofing the South wall of the Community Building to alleviate
flooding in the offices.
·
Received an update on the “Faithful, Hopeful, Loving” stewardship
campaign.

·
Increased the 2021 Outreach budget by $665 to provide additional
funds to the Presbytery of St. Augustine and to the National Farm Worker
Ministry.
·
Added $750 dollars to the 2021 Session budget for legal expenses
related to the joint project with Family Promise that could use Westminster
House as housing for Family Promise participants.
·
Approved the 2021 Budget as changed with a spending limit of 25% of
each committee’s budget per calendar quarter. Exceptions need approval
from the Session.
·
Approved the concept of Westminster participating in the 403 b. (9)
Retirement Savings Plan offered by the Board of Pensions of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.); directed Elders Newman and Lombard to
contact the Board and prepare for the formal approval of this plan for
employees.
·
Approved the Ordination of Doug Barrett as Ruling Elder and that he,
Carol Alderson, and Anne Newman be installed during worship on
January 3, 2021.
We will not have Children’s Sunday School program next Sunday,
December 27th. We will return on January 3, 2021.

Tune in and enjoy the 72nd annual Sounds of the Season performance. UF’s
Concert Choir and Symphony Orchestra are joined, once again, by several
exceptional guest artists and members of the Gainesville Civic Chorus. Featured
this year is a suite by Argentine composer Ariel Ramirez, Navidad Nuestra - a folk
drama of the Nativity based on the rhythms and traditions of Hispanic America.
With generous support by President Fuchs, this performance was produced for
broadcast by WUFT. This production celebrates the artistic work that persists at
the University of Florida despite the public health challenges faced during this fall
semester.
Join us at 7:30 pm on December 21st for a pre-concert chat with Dr. Will Kesling,
Dr. Kevin Orr, and Dean Onye Ozuzu. To register for the free chat, please email
Matty Hart at mhart@arts.ufl.edu.
Broadcasts on WUFT-TV.
You may also view the performance at https://www.wuft.org/sounds-of-the-season2020 and listen to the performance on WUFT-FM:
Monday, December 21,2020 @ 8pm
Tuesday, December 22, 2020 @ 10pm

Friday, December 25, 2020 @ 12 midnight

Join us for our Candlelight Service on Christmas Eve at 6pm via
Zoom. (The zoom link will be sent along with the program on
Wednesday December 23rd.)
Be sure to have a candle ready as we all light our candles together.
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Stewart Neilson
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Timmy Green

12/22

Nancy A. Griffin

12/13

Allison Noh
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Alexis Green
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Paul & Eileen Carter
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Wayne & Nancy Griffin
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Barry & Lori Nason
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Please contact the church office if you know of someone’s birthday or
anniversary that is not listed. Thank you.

Congregational Care – As we live in these uncertain times due to the
coronavirus, the members of Congregational Care Committee [many who are
nurses by profession] are ready to assist you however possible. If you need
medical equipment, we have a small loan-out supply; or if you or your loved one
is in the hospital or rehab facility, we can coordinate meals brought to your
residence; or if you would like a phone call for general emotional support, that
can be arranged too. Phone or email the Parish Nurse or CCC member on-call for
the month, or leave a message with the church office. Caring for one another and
reaching out to each is who we are.

Congregational Care Committee
Representatives
December
Lynne Webster @ 352-281-4790
Betty Jax @ 352-215-4486

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Marie Black
Cindy (Eileen Carter’s friend)
Lina Colondres & Family
Don & Mary Lou Eitzman
Donna (Louise Black’s daughter)
Dylan (friend of Carters)
Jeff Blewitt (friend of Paul Carter)
Julian Gilder
Norma Green
Jeanette Hostetler
Rev. Charles Landreth
Mother & Brother (Doug & Macky
Barrett)
Rich & Beth Miller
Luther Pierce
Brenda Robinson

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Roger (friend of the Carter’s)
Maslin Russ (Daryl Mullee’s mother)
John (Barbara Scott’s brother)
All students
For the safety of our elected officials
and healing of our nation
Our County and the World during
this pandemic.
All the first responders
Our Country & those that serve in all
military branches
National Farm Worker Ministry
All those affected by natural disasters,
as well as victims of acts of violence.
Missionaries from our Presbytery
Our sister church in Havana, Cuba

How to reach us at WPC
Reverend Rhonda Link-Cummings
Interim Pastor
rlc1016@aol.com
Gail W. Acree
Administrative Assistant
gail.acree@wpcgainesville.org
Office Hours: Closed until further notice
Church Website: https://wpcgainesville.com
Email: contact@wpcgainesville.org
Church phone#: 352-378-4032
Church fax#:
352-378-0914
Rev. Dr. Glenn W. Dickson, Pastor Emeritus
Helen McCune, Treasurer
Julian Gilder, Music Director
Katie Parrish, Nursery Worker
Oscar White, Custodial Services
Elder for the Month of December is
Colin Hines @352-642-2680
Please contact the Elder regarding
emergencies in the
absence of the pastor.
Session Elders:
Colin Hines
Norma Green
Anne Newman
Erica Carter
Susie Gonzalez.
Bob Lombard (Clerk)
Peggy Guin
Penny Woodward

Committee Chairpersons:
Administration: (Liaison, Bob Lombard)
Building & Grounds: Colin Hines
Christian Education: Bob Lombard (Liaison, Penny W.)
Congregational Care: Betty Jax
Earth Care: Jeanette Hostetler
Membership: Susie Gonzalez
Outreach: Linda Spurny (Liaison, Norma Green)
Presbyterian Women: Daryl Mullee
Worship: (Liaison, Peggy Guin)

