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This Week at 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Christ welcomes all, and so do we 

 



September 12, 2021 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 

Worship  9:30 

 Streaming Live  

Westminster Zoom Worship  

The number of COVID cases in our region has increased dramatically over the 

past few weeks.   

Clearly the Covid situation locally has become much more worrisome for all of 

us, whether we are vaccinated or not.  It is even more concerning for those in our 

congregation who are in a high-risk group for serious Covid disease (age over 65, 

chronic lung, heart, kidney, or liver disease, diabetes, obesity, cancer or other            

immune weakening therapy.)  

With all of this in mind, Session believes that we should exercise abundant                

caution by suspending in-person worship services for the time being.  Our Zoom-

only service should  allow us to worship together until it is again safe to gather. 
 

If you would like to join us, call the church office at 352-378-4032  or write              

contact@wpcgaineville.org (leave your name, phone number and email address) 

and the link will be provided. 

Have you ever missed worship and wished you could hear the sermon later? Have 

you ever fallen asleep during the sermon and wanted to try again?   Have you ever 

heard something really interesting or thought-provoking and wished you could                 

listen for a second time?  
 

Now you can!    WPC now has a YouTube channel!  Right now, the link is 

 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHYVoQlwG2gFBTSxnzVu9dg   
 

If you have a YouTube or other Google account, it would be helpful if you could 

subscribe to our channel. If we can get over 100 subscribers and 30 days have 

passed, we can update to a custom URL to something like youtube dot com slash 

wpcgainesville or something similar. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHYVoQlwG2gFBTSxnzVu9dg


Memorial Garden Cross  

The Congregational Care Committee is planning 

to replace the decaying wooden cross in the                

Memorial Garden with a metal cross. The new 

cross will require less maintenance and endure 

over time. We cannot do this without your help, 

however, and we would like to complete                       

fundraising by the end of September.  We have 

some funds in the Memorial Garden account 

which we are able to use for this purpose but                  

additional money is needed. The total cost of the 

cross and installation is expected to be less than 

$6000 .  Money raised over the amount needed 

for the cross will be utilized for landscaping and 

ongoing maintenance of the garden and                      

shrubbery. If you would like to donate, you may 

write a check to the church with Memorial                    

Garden cross in the Memo line or use the online 

link in the bulletin (drop down menu has                    

Memorial Garden).  Thank you.  

The Children’s Sunday School will resume via Zoom on Sunday, September 12, 2021.   

Parents should contact Debbie Powell for information. 



Treasurer Note 

Thank you so much for your generous support of Westminster and the other                           

agencies. 

 

We now have a secure-locked mail box so please continue to give by mailing in 

your donations to: 
 

1521 NW 34th Street Gainesville, FL 32605-5033 
 

Or with On-Line Giving at: 
 

https://www.churchofficegiving.com/App/Giving/wpcgainesville 

A new category for “Memorial Garden” has been added to the on-line                        

giving site.  Monies given to this will go directly for the memorial garden.  The 

“Love/Memorial Offerings” should be used for giving in memory of someone. 

Adult Book Study 

An Adult Book Study Group will begin study of The Spirit of Hope: Theology for a 

World in Peril by Jürgen Moltmann the week after Sunday, September 12th.                         

Information about the book at Amazon (Link here). An evening to hold Zoom                   

discussions will be established among those interested in discussing this book.  

Contact Bob or Gwen Lombard if you are interested. 

Pastor Becca is looking to put together a small bell choir 

to play some music before the end of the year. If you can 

read music and are interested, please let Becca know.  No 

previous experience ringing bells is required! Practices 

will be held once weekly until we're ready to play, and 

we'll use whatever safety measures are appropriate,        

including masks and social distancing. We hope that this 

will be the first step toward a permanent and larger bell 

choir. 

https://www.amazon.com/Spirit-Hope-Theology-World-Peril/dp/0664266630


September 5—October 3, 2021  

The world needs peace. But what exactly is this peace we say we seek? 

For Presbyterians, peace is more than an idea or a declaration. It is the work we do, and it                    
requires both compassion and justice. As peacemakers, we are both compassion-bearers and 
justice-seekers, meeting the needs of the world around us and righting the wrongs that, still            
today, impede justice for all. 

Peace & Global Offering will be collected on October 3, 2021, on World Communion Sunday. 
On this Sunday, we celebrate that Christ’s peace extends throughout all creation.  We celebrate 
that we are all together at the communion table, in God’s house.  We celebrate that we are                   
offered what we need to continue the work of building the household of God, with active 
peacemakers here at home and around the world.  Extending the peace of Christ is part of an 
active, engaged, faith—a witness to what it means for us to be the Church, together.  Through 
participation in the Peace & Global witness Offering, our church is extending Christ’s peace 
throughout our community and our world.  We begin at the communion table, with our siblings 
in every time and place, and we celebrate the peace we find there and commit to building a 
more just and peaceful world.  We celebrate the truth found in 2nd Thessalonians,  “Peace at 
all times in all ways.” 

2021 Path of Peace Reflection can be found at: https://www.presbyterianmission.org/
resource/2021-path-of-peace-reflections/ 



Three Steps to Take in September to Preserve Our Environment 

 

Each month we must agree to take further steps to help preserve the beautiful environment that 
God has bestowed upon us. As an Earth Care Congregation, we are resolved to avoid                     
pollution, conserve energy and resources, and take the other measures that will help to keep 
the environment sustainable and healthy for all God’s living creations. The Earth Care                     
Ministry Committee would like to suggest that during the month of September we, as                          
individuals, do the following: 

 

Reduce electrical usage – We can conserve energy by unplugging electrical appliances when 
not in use, for example, coffee makers, stereo components, phone chargers, TVs and                        
computers. These devices continue to draw power even when they are turned off. We should 
also turn off lights in unoccupied rooms. These measures will conserve energy and reduce our 
electric bills. 

Make ecobricks – We will soon begin extending the flowerbed border in the Butterfly Garden 
with ecobricks. Please contribute to this project by making some of these as follows: use 64 
oz. rectangular juice bottles; pack them tightly with plastic wrappers and other plastic                       
materials; replace the lid. This will keep all of this plastic waste from ever polluting the                       
environment and provide a sturdy building block for multiple uses. 

Reduce the number of local car trips – Let’s try to limit the local use of our car to a few 
times per week. We can do this, for example, by combining errands and organizing our                   
grocery shopping. Walking is a great, healthy alternative, but this is not practical with the                  
locations of our shops, schools, and doctors. Eventually we may all be driving electric cars, 
but that is still sometime in the future. 

 

Let us all do our part to preserve God’s creation.  



Disaster Preparation and Assistance Commission 

The St. Augustine Disaster Preparation and Assistance Commission (SAPDAC) is authorized 

to take such measures as may be necessary to respond to a disaster occurring within the 

bounds of the presbytery, including applications for emergency funding (including longer term 

recovery funding) through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA). The work includes: devel-

oping communication chains within the presbytery and with the Florida Presbyterian           

Disaster Assistance Network; developing an “immediate response protocol”; providing                       

churches with information that will enable them to develop their own emergency response 

plans; and providing resources for recovery work after an incident. 

Florida Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Network (FLAPDAN) 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) 

The needs for the response will be great. God’s people are once again called on to stand 

in the "GAP" — Give. Act. Pray. 

 

GIVE: Gifts can be made directly through Presbytery of St. Augustine at links above or 

through our online giving (select PDA) at  https://www.churchofficegiving.com/App/

Giving/wpcgainesville  or a check made payable to Westminster Presbyterian Church (note: 

PDA) 

 

Designate your donation for:   

DR000169    for Hurricane Ida and future disasters of the 2021 Hurricane season 

OG100000-   for Haiti  

Other specific donations may be found at the Presbytery for St. Augustine website. 

Disaster Preparation & Assistance Commission – Presbytery of St. Augustine (staugpres.org)  

https://pda.pcusa.org/
https://www.flapdan.org/
https://www.flapdan.org/
https://www.flapdan.org/
https://pda.pcusa.org/
https://www.churchofficegiving.com/App/Giving/wpcgainesville
https://www.churchofficegiving.com/App/Giving/wpcgainesville
https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000169/
https://app.mobilecause.com/e/yTKNQQ?vid=kumh6
https://www.staugpres.org/congregations/disaster-preparation-assistance-commission/


• Adult Study of the book Searching for Sunday by Rachel Held Evans, meets on 

Mondays @ 5pm.    Contact Barry Nason for information.  

• Bible Study 10:30 am each Tuesday 

• Adult Study of MaryAnn McKibben Dana's book, God, Improv, and the Art of 

Living will meet on Wednesday evenings at 7:00pm via Zoom.  Contact Bob or 

Gwen Lombard for additional Information.  

• Administration Committee, Sunday, September 12th @ 11am 

• Stated Session Meeting, Sunday, September 12th @ 1pm 

• Congregational Care Committee, Thursday, September 16th @ 4pm 

• Earth Care Ministry Meeting, Sunday, September 19th @ 7pm 
 

Contact Committee Chairperson or Church Office for Zoom information. 

Gainesville Community Ministry 

If you are unable to meet at the church for              

services, Gail will be at the church building each 

Tuesday thru Friday from 10am—1:00 pm to 

accept your canned and                                      

non-perishable food donations.  The big blue 

bin will be outside the Community Building 

door.  The donations will be delivered to 

Gainesville Community Ministry. 



Please contact the church office if you know of someone’s birthday or              

anniversary that is not listed.  Thank you. 

Congregational Care Committee – We are here to provide care and support to 

all members but especially to those who are ill, those in hospitals or                              

rehabilitation facilities, or those in need of special attention.  If you need medical 

equipment, we have a small loan-out supply. If you or your loved one is in the 

hospital or a rehab facility, we can coordinate meals brought to your residence or 

we can visit.  If you would like a visit or phone call for general emotional                   

support, that can be arranged too.  Phone or email the Parish Nurse or CCC                

member on call for the month, or leave a message with the church office.  Caring 

for one another and reaching out to each other is who we are.   

Congregational Care Committee 
Representatives 

September 
Barbara Scott @ 352-372-7191 

Betty Jax @ 352-215-4486 

Ashley Kairalla  09-09 

Italo Lenta   09/12 

Daryl Mullee  09/18 

Joe Black   09/25 

Brenda Robinson 09/29 



• Rich and Karen Abernethy (Deanna 
 Henriksen’s parents) 

• Noemi Baldwin’s family in Cuba 
• Burton & Meta Bennett 
• Marie Black 
• Karen (friend of the Blacks) 
• Ann Gay & Dalton Burch 
• Paul Catches (Julian Gilder’s son) 
• Dean, Carol, & Peggy 
• Linda Ellwood 
• Julian Gilder 
• Granddaughter of Dana & Nancy Griffin 
• Norma Green  
• Norma Green’s son Walter and  
•  grandson Tyler 
• Mike, Jackie, Lauren (friends of Wayne 
 Griffin) 
• Jeanette Hostetler 
• Jacquelyn Hunt (Norma Green) 
• Jerry Kennedy (friend Paul Carter) 
• Margaret & Bob (Mackey’s cousins) 
• Hugh, Helen McCune’s brother-in-law 
• Karen (Helen McCune’s friend) 
• Rich & Beth Miller 
• Lori Nason 
• Scott Noh 

• Luther Pierce 
• Sue Sandeen (Wayne & Nancy Griffin) 
• Brenda Robinson 
• John (Barbara Scott’s brother) 
• Tanya (Peggy’s friend) 
• Thomsen Family (Gladys Lane) 
• Matthew Trickey (Sam’s son) 
• Unger Family (friend of Becca) 
• Sally Walker & Elizabeth Walker 
• Sharon Walters  (friend of Julian Gilder) 
• Sonia Waters (friend of Becca Putman) 
• Tom Webster’s cousin Debbie 
• Tom Webster’s nephew 
• Bill Woodward’s mother, Helen 
• Our Country & those that serve in all 

 military branches 
• National Farm Worker Ministry 
• All those affected by natural disasters, as 

 well as victims of acts of violence. 
 those in Haiti, Japan, California,           
 Afghanistan, & victims: Hurricane Ida 
• Health Care Workers 
• Missionaries from our Presbytery 
• Our sister church in Havana, Cuba 

“The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise 
them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiv-
en .  Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for 
one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the 
righteous is powerful and effective .: James 5:15-16    

If you have a prayer request to add to our prayer list,  

please email contact@wpcgainesville.org 



 

How to reach us at WPC 

 

Reverend Rebecca Lawson Putman 
Pastor 

Becca.putman@wpcgainesville.org 
 

Gail W. Acree 
Administrative Assistant 

      gail.acree@wpcgainesville.org 
Office Hours:   Tuesday—Friday  10:00 am—1:00 pm 

 

Church Website:  https://wpcgainesville.com 
Email:  contact@wpcgainesville.org 

Church phone#: 352-378-4032 
Church fax#: 352-378-0914 

 
Rev. Dr. Glenn W. Dickson, Pastor Emeritus 

Helen McCune, Treasurer 
Julian Gilder, Music Director 

Oscar White, Custodial Services 

Session Elders:     

Colin Hines 

Anne Newman 

Erica Carter 

Susie Gonzalez. 

Bob Lombard (Clerk) 

Peggy Guin 

Penny Woodward 

Carol Alderson 

Doug Barrett 

 

Committee Chairpersons:   

Administration:  Gwen Lombard 

Building & Grounds: Colin Hines 

Christian Education:  Bob Lombard  

Congregational Care:   Betty Jax 

Earth Care:  Anne Newman 

Membership: Susie Gonzalez 

Outreach:  Penny Woodward 

Presbyterian Women: Daryl Mullee 

Worship:  Peggy Guin 

 

Elder for the Month of September  is  
Susie Gonzalez @ 352-870-7691 

 

Please contact the Elder regarding  
emergencies in the  

absence of the pastor. 


