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This Week at 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Christ welcomes all, and so do we 

 

 



March 20, 2022 

3rd Sunday in Lent 

Worship  9:30 

In-Service & Streaming Live  

Come Join the Fun! 

 

We have returned to in-person worship. We will continue with our on-line 

Zoom service as well for those unable to join us in person.   

 

If you would like to join us via Zoom, call the church office at 352-378-4032  or 

write contact@wpcgaineville.org (leave your name, phone number and email                 

address) and the link will be provided. 

The Children’s Sunday School will be held in-person in the foyer at 10:45 am on 

Sunday Mornings. Masks are required.  Parents should contact Debbie Powell for                     

information. 

Sunday, March 20, 2022 at  3:00 pm 

 The American Guild of Organists  

Spring Celebration 

Concert will include music by Bach on organ, piano, harpsi-

chord, and baroque flute. 
 

This will commemorate (belatedly!) the 130th                        

anniversary of our organ (1891) and the 50th of our grand  

piano (1970).   Six guest artists will perform, including our 

former accompanist,  Hye Jin Park.  



Session Highlights from March 13th 

• Called a Congregational Meeting for April 3, 2022, to elect the 2023 Elder 

Nominating Committee (ENC) and approve minutes from the same meeting 

held in 2021. This will be a hybrid meeting held after worship on that Sunday. 

The ENC slate is composed of the following: Serving Elders Newman and 

Clary; Members: Linda Spurny, Elizabeth Pomery, Paul Carter, and Noemi 

Baldwin. 

• Called a Session meeting to discuss revisions to the Family Promise agreement 

on the Westminster House Project for March 22, 2022, at 5:00 PM via Zoom. 

• Approved Westminster participation in the appeal of the SB168 (2019) lawsuit 

regarding immigration enforcement – including sanctuary policies. Information 

about this suit is located at: http://communityjusticeproject.com/sb168 . 

• Conducted Elder and Committee Chairperson training on small group                          

parliamentary procedures. 

• Ratified an email vote to permit the use of funds designated for Special                     

Assistance to Families to help with essential auto repairs for an individual in 

need of transportation. 

• Chose to follow the new guidance from the CDC concerning the wearing of 

masks in our buildings. That means that masks will not be required indoors 

when Alachua County’s rating at: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/

your-health/covid-by-county.html is MEDIUM or LOW.  Session also                                

recommends that the unvaccinated and individuals with underlying health                  

conditions continue to wear masks until either cleared by their health care                  

provider, or the county rating becomes LOW. Alachua County’s rating on the 

day of the meeting: HIGH. 

http://communityjusticeproject.com/sb168
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/covid-by-county.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/covid-by-county.html


On March 17th; in observance of International Women's Day and Women's           

History Month, the UNA.USA Gainesville recognized three dynamic women who 

are making significant   contributions to our local community. 

One of these super women is our own Norma Green.  Norma is the Founder of                         

The Preserve.  The Preserve is a non-profit organization, founded in 1999, whose 

purpose is “saving our young men from life on the streets.” 

Norma worked as a teacher, counselor, and principal for 35 years for the New York 

City Board of Education.  She is a member of Kiwanis, Planned Parenthood,                    

Visionaries, and Gainesville Commission on the Status of Women, and Secretary 

of the Matheson Museum. 

Colin Hines, is the Board Chair of The Preserve.      



Baby Shower for Pastor Becca & Greg 

In just a few months from now our beloved Becca is to give birth to her first child.  

To show our love for Becca and Greg, the Special Events Planning Team is                           

inviting our church family to be part of the festivities joining in the fun, food, and 

gifts given…..and also a couple of surprises for good measure.  Their baby registry 

is at Target.   https://www.target.com/gift-registry/gift/becca-and-gregs-little-one   

We have been waiting for over 2 years for a chance to get back together, to share 

time together, and enjoy being together again.  It is a marvelous time to really give 

Becca and Greg the warm welcome (coming from upstate New York to Florida!) 

they are deserving of.  So, how can you help?  We seek donations to plan and to 

make this event a success.  CORRECTION:  Carol Alderson is collecting cash or 

check donations.  All donations are much appreciated. For now, save the date of 

Sunday, May 1, 2022, at 3:00pm in the church foyer.  More information will be 

forthcoming as our plans unfold. Thank You. 

 

https://www.target.com/gift-registry/gift/becca-and-gregs-little-one


Plastic Cutlery 

Do you have unused packets of plastic forks and knives stashed in 

your cupboard?  Would you like to put them to use?  The Earth Care 

Committee is collecting unused packets of plastic cutlery now through 

the end of April as a part of Earth Day Celebration.  The plasticware 

you donate will be given to St. Francis House in downtown                      

Gainesville for their use.  This plasticware not only clears clutter from 

your house but benefits St. Francis House guests.  Look for the purple 

polka-dotted box labeled “Plasticware” in the church foyer! 

Remember:  Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 

Do you have small, used batteries or small burned-out light bulbs taking up space 

in your home or apartment?  Earth Care Ministry has a solution for recycling those 

pesky items—bring them to Westminster and members of the committee will take 

them to the hazardous waste recycling for you.  A collection box is in the church 

foyer. 

Earth Care Committee 

Repurpose, Recycle, Reuse 
 

We are all aware of the need to recycle and reuse. The Repurpose Project is a                           
non-profit, community-based organization with the intent of recycling still useful 
items and keeping them from being thrown in a landfill. It has two shops in                    
Gainesville: The Repurpose Project at 1920 NE 23rd Ave. and The Reuse Planet at 
1540 NE Waldo Road. Donations are accepted of used items not normally accepted 
in thrift shops, such as lumber, appliances, parts, tools, electronics, arts and crafts, 
electronics, dishes, furniture, etc. For more information see RepurposeProject.org. 

There is a great future for such a waste diversion project. We should know about it, 
make use of it, and encourage others to conserve, reuse, and recycle for the benefit 
of the economy and the beautiful environment that God has entrusted to us.  



The current Russian invasion that started on February 24 follows eight years of 
conflict between Russia and Ukraine. Hundreds of thousands of people across the 
country are enduring bombings and assault by Russian military forces; and have 
lost power, been cut off from water and fuel. As people head toward the western  
regions, there is a shortage of food and other basic supplies. The reports of                      
displaced persons inside Ukraine continue to rise every day, already in the                          
hundreds of thousands.  Ukrainians are fleeing to neighboring countries,                   
primarily to Poland, Hungary, Moldova, Romania, Slovakia, while others have 
moved to other European countries. Again, current estimates from the UN are that 
the refugee numbers could also reach several million.  These borders have                            
remained open until now even as lines are growing. 

Partners are raising particular concern for the women and young children who 
make up the majority of the refugees as many men are now barred from leaving the 
country. As part of the international humanitarian community, PDA urges that                   
governments and non-governmental organizations provide assistance without                  
discrimination due to concerns for the Roma and people of other nationalities who 
have also been displaced by the conflict. 

In the midst of the chaos, there are sibling churches and ecumenical partners who 
are already providing assistance with basic items for survival. Initial assistance                   
being provided includes shelter, food, clothing, blankets, baby food and diapers, 
other hygiene supplies, flashlights and candles, generators and fuel. Our first                       
priority is to provide funding to these partners on the ground.  We have trusted,                   
established partners with the knowledge and expertise to carry out this important 
work.  In fact, One Great Hour of Sharing — the single largest way that                             
Presbyterians come together every year to provide hope, help and relief — was 
started in response to refugees coming out of Europe. 

 

The needs for the response will be great. God’s people are called on to stand in 

the "GAP" — Give. Act. Pray.    

If you can give, make your check payable to Westminster Presbyterian 

Church with "DR000156-Ukraine" on the memo line  



 

Outreach Update-Family Promise 
  https://www.familypromisegvl.org/   

Please see 2021 annual impact report on bulletin board. 

Family Promise has remained focused on serving families who are homeless or on the 
brink of homelessness despite the pandemic closing the rotational shelters where families 
were housed in congregations.  

We are now gearing up to open the rotational shelter for 2 families at a time instead of the 
usual 4 on May 1, 2022.  Westminster will host the first week in May.  We currently 
have 8 congregations who will be housing families instead of our usual 12-13 which means 
we will still be using some motels/apartments until we find more host sites. 

Besides the rotational shelter, Family Promise has several other programs that are funded 
through grants (federal/state/private)  

• Rapid rehousing- helps families (provide first month rent and/or deposit) who have lost 
their homes but are able to afford rent and expenses 

• Diversion Program- provides assistance to families who are on the verge of                    
losing their homes. 

• Grow with Google- helps parents get google certification to gain better employment  

 

Other projects: 

• Gainesville Grow- has partnered with FP to provide fresh veggies for families.  They 
have also had families out to their farm to help harvest/tend the beds. 

• Quarterly drives- March is a diaper drive.  If you want to participate diapers (larger sizes 
and pull ups are especially needed) can be dropped off at church or Family Promise                  
office. (229 SW 5th Street Gainesville, FL 32601)  You can also order directly from        
Amazon, and they will be delivered to FP.   

                       https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3HOZ38D4BAW53?ref_=wl_fv_le 
• Westminster House- Partnership between FP and Westminster to remodel the house on 

our eastern property to provide 5 studio apartments.  After session and FP meeting,                
contracts between FP and Westminster are almost complete.  Session/ Congregation/
Presbytery will then approve the contract.  These studio apartments can then be used as 
part of the shelter program if we don’t have enough host sites, or as transition from       
shelter rotation to permanent home. 

If you have any questions or can assist , contact Helen McCune or Carol Alderson. 

https://www.familypromisegvl.org/
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3HOZ38D4BAW53?ref_=wl_fv_le


Treasurer Note 

Thank you so much for your generous support of Westminster and the other                       

agencies. 

 

We now have a secure-locked mail box so please continue to  

give by mailing in your donations to: 
 

1521 NW 34th Street Gainesville, FL 32605-5033 
 

Or with On-Line Giving at: 
 

https://www.churchofficegiving.com/App/Giving/wpcgainesville 

The Thursday night book study will begin the study of  Truth and Hope: Essays for 

a Perilous Age by Walter Brueggemann on March 24th. This class meets via 

Zoom at 7:00 PM. Contact Gwen Lombard for information and Zoom link.  

https://www.churchofficegiving.com/App/Giving/wpcgainesville


Please contact the church office if you know of someone’s birthday or anniversary                                

that is not listed.  Thank you. 

Eileen Carter  03/06 

Ann Gay Burch  03/11 

Bob Lombard  03/14 

Paul Carter  03/17 

Bethany Webster 03/20 

Doug & Macky Barrett 03/27 Bill & Penny Woodward 03/28 



• Bible Study @10:30 am each Tuesday 

• Choir Practice @ 6pm each Wednesday  

• Adult Study of the book Dusk Night Dawn, On Revival and Courage by Anne Lamott, 

meets each Thursday @ 4pm.   Contact Barry Nason for information.  

• Adult Study: The Thursday night book study will begin the study of Truth and Hope: Essays 

for a Perilous Age by Walter Brueggemann on March 24th. This class meets via Zoom at 

7:00 PM. Contact Gwen Lombard for information and Zoom link.  

• American Guild of Organists Recital, Sunday March 20 @ 3pm 

• Earth Care Ministry Meeting, Sunday, March 20th @ 7pm 

• Special Called Session Meeting, Tuesday, March 22 @ 5pm 

• Outreach Committee, Sunday, March 27tth @ 11am 

• Called Congregational Meeting, Sunday, April 3rd 

• Administration Committee, Sunday April 3rd @ 11:30 am 

• Christian Education Committee, Tuesday, April 5th @ 7pm 

• Church Wide Work Day, Saturday, April 9th @ 9am 

Contact Committee Chairperson or Church Office for Zoom information. 

Gainesville Community Ministry 

If you are unable to meet at the church for services, Gail will be at the church 

building each Tuesday thru Friday from 

10am—1:00 pm to accept your canned and                                      

non-perishable food donations.   The big blue 

bin will be outside the Community                 

Building door.  If you are unable to bring your 

food donations by the church, please contact 

Penny Woodward (678-520-3817 or                    

pennyw49@hotmail.com) to have your                        

donation picked up.  The donations will be                  

delivered to Gainesville Community Ministry. 



Congregational Care Committee – We are here to provide care and support to 

all members but especially to those who are ill, those in hospitals or                              

rehabilitation facilities, or those in need of special attention.  If you need medical 

equipment, we have a small loan-out supply. If you or your loved one is in the 

hospital or a rehab facility, we can coordinate meals brought to your residence or 

we can visit.  If you would like a visit or phone call for general emotional                   

support, that can be arranged too.  Phone or email the Parish Nurse or CCC                

member on call for the month, or leave a message with the church office.  Caring 

for one another and reaching out to each other is who we are.   

Have you ever missed worship and wished you could hear the sermon later? Have 

you ever fallen asleep during the sermon and wanted to try again?  Have you ever 

heard something really interesting or thought-provoking and wished you could                    

listen for a second time?  
 

Now you can!    WPC now has a YouTube channel!  Right now, the link is      

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHYVoQlwG2gFBTSxnzVu9dg   
 

If you have a YouTube or other Google account, it would be helpful if you could 

subscribe to our channel.  
 

In addition, you will find the last three sermons posted on our Web page under 

Popular Links at the top of the page. 

Congregational Care Committee 
Representatives 

March 
Barbara Scott @ 352-372-7191 
Carol Alderson @ 352-318-4268 
Lynne Webster @ 352-281-4790 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHYVoQlwG2gFBTSxnzVu9dg


“The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise 
them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiv-
en .  Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for 
one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the 
righteous is powerful and effective .: James 5:15-16    

If you have any corrections, updates or a new prayer request to add to our prayer list, please 

call the church office or email contact@wpcgainesville.org 

• Andy, Bob Lombard’s brother-in- law 

• Rich and Karen Abernethy (Deanna                 
 Henriksen’s parents) 

• Karen (Black’s friend) 
• Louise Black 
• Louise Black’s daughter, Dawn 
• Louise Black’s granddaughter,  
 Hillary 

• Paul Catches (Julian Gilder’s son) 
• Wendy Dever & Wendy’s Mother 

 and Matt 

• Dean, Carol, & Peggy 
• Linda Ellwood’s granddaughter, Amber 

Switzer & great-granddaughter,  
Amelia 

• Linda Ellwood’s children’s paternal 
family in Odessa, Ukraine 

• Zoe Emanuel  

• Norma Green  
• Dean (Norma Green’s cousin) 
• Katherine            (Norma Green) 
• Norma Green’s son Walter  
• Peggy Guin 
• Peggy Guin’s cousin, Sam 
• Jeanette & Keith Hostetler 
• Jacquelyn Hunt (Norma Green) 
• Jerry & Gloria Kennedy (PaulCarter) 
• Carolyn & Tracy (Carter’s) 

• Roberto, Estéfani &Family  
• Family of Bill Longmore (Sam T) 
• Karen, (friend of Helen McCune) 
• Nancy Morris’ Mother 
• Mariam, Peggy Guin friend 

• Lori Nason 
• Sasha Norton’s family in Ukraine 

• Donna Parker’s friend, Kathryn 
• Hugh Putnam & son, Charles 
• Brenda Robinson 
• Larry Seymour 

• Thomsen Family (Gladys Lane) 
• Sally Walker & Elizabeth Walker 

• Sharon Walters (friend of Julian Gilder) 
• Sonia Waters (friend of Becca Putman) 
• Tom Webster’s cousin Debbie 

• Bill Woodward’s mother, Helen 
• Bill Woodward’s brother’s family 
• Ukraine 

• Our Country & those that serve in all 
 military branches 

• National Farm Worker Ministry 
• All those affected by natural disasters,  

as  well as victims of acts of violence, 
Health Care Workers & first responders 

• Missionaries from our Presbytery 
• Our sister church in Havana, Cuba 



 

How to reach us at WPC 

 

Reverend Rebecca Lawson Putman 
Pastor 

Becca.putman@wpcgainesville.org 
 

Gail W. Acree 
Administrative Assistant 

      gail.acree@wpcgainesville.org 
Office Hours:   Tuesday—Friday  10:00 am—1:00 pm 

 

Church Website:  https://wpcgainesville.com 
Email:  contact@wpcgainesville.org 

Church phone#: 352-378-4032 
 
 

Rev. Dr. Glenn W. Dickson, Pastor Emeritus 
Helen McCune, Treasurer 

Julian Gilder, Music Director 
Oscar White, Custodial Services 

Session Elders:     

Colin Hines 

Anne Newman 

Erica Carter 

Bob Lombard (Clerk) 

Peggy Guin 

Carol Alderson 

Doug Barrett 

Linda Clary 

Helen McCune 

 

Committee Chairpersons:   

Administration:  Gwen Lombard 

Building & Grounds: Colin Hines 

Christian Education:  Bob Lombard  

Congregational Care:   Betty Jax 

Earth Care:  Anne Newman 

Membership: Erica Carter 

Outreach:  Penny Woodward 

Presbyterian Women: Daryl Mullee 

Worship:  Peggy Guin 

 

Elder for the Month of March is  
Carol Alderson @ 352-318-4268 

 

Please contact the Elder regarding  
emergencies in the  

absence of the pastor. 


