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This Week at

Westminster Presbyterian Church
Christ welcomes all, and so do we

April 17, 2022
Easter Sunday
We will celebrate our risen Savior with a Sunrise Service
Easter morning at 7am. This will be held in our outdoor
Chapel. We will move inside if it rains.

An Easter Breakfast will be served following the Sunrise Service.
Breakfast
casseroles, juice and coffee will be provided
by
the
Congregational
Care
Committee. Please bring fruit, pastries or
your favorite breakfast food to share. Food
will be served by the committee using
gloves and masks. Seating will be provided both inside and outside.
We will have our regular Easter Service at 9:30
am. (In-Person & Zoom. If you would like to join
us via Zoom, call the church office at
352-378-4032 or write contact@wpcgaineville.org
(leave your name, phone number and email
address) and the link will be provided.)
The Children’s Sunday School will be held in-person in the children’s
classroom at 10:45 am on Sunday
Mornings. Parents should contact Debbie
Powell for information. There will be a
hunt! After a brief Easter lesson the
children will be brought out to hunt for
plastic eggs with small surprises inside.
They will turn in the eggs for a toy and
piece of candy. All children between
ages 1 and 10 are welcome to come join in.

Session Highlights from April 10, 2022
•

Determined that the current COVID situation should permit after worship
fellowship activities to resume on May 8, 2022.

•

Encouraged committees to meet in the most appropriate way for their members
(i.e., Via Zoom. Hybrid, or In-person).

•

Agreed to communicate to Family Promise (FP) leadership that Westminster is
willing to work to secure partial funding on the Westminster House Project
should they (FP) be unable to fund the entire project on their own.

•

Reviewed the Administration Committee plans for the May 2022 evaluation of
Pastor Becca.

•

Moved the Stated Session Meeting for May to Sunday, May 22nd at 12:30 PM to
avoid conflicts with Mother’s Day (May 8) and the Interfaith Picnic (May 15).

•

Agreed with the Building and Grounds Committee plan to switch the current
lock(s) on the outside Community Building doors to a digital system that logs
who locks/unlocks the doors.

•

Named Elder Linda Clary as Commissioner to the May 3, 2022, Presbytery
Meeting.

•

Welcomed Sue Wagner as a returning member of the church.

HELP WANTED: Energetic teams of 2 persons to change
the letters on our new message board sign. A team may be
a parent and child or any other combination of able bodied
volunteers! May sign up to be responsible for a specific
month of the year. The message may be changed twice in a
month or more often to announce a special event. Time
required: 30-45 minutes at your convenience. (Being good
at Scrabble might help!) Please contact Susie Gonzalez to
offer your services!

in a world of disaster, hunger, and oppression
Millions of people lack access to sustainable food sources, clean water, sanitation,
education, and opportunity.
Easter Sunday, April 17, 2022: One Great Hour of Sharing - is the largest way
Presbyterians connect with one another, and with our neighbors in need. We join
with people whose connections are, too often, unstable; people experiencing
poverty, oppression, hunger and disaster. The Church offers gifts of prayer,
understanding and support, by participating in ministries of poverty alleviation and
natural and human-caused disaster relief, as well as self-development to ensure
dignity for all.

Providing relief to those affected
by natural disasters.

Providing food for the hungry

Resourcing communities working to cast
off the bonds of poverty and
oppression

As the violence continues, the number of people being displaced internally and
fleeing to neighboring countries increases by the day. And in the midst of the
chaos, there are sibling churches and ecumenical partners who are already
providing assistance with basic items for survival. Our first priority as PDA is to
provide funding to these partners on the ground. While the scale of this crisis is
new, receiving refugees from Ukraine and other countries in Central and Eastern
Europe is not which means we have trusted, established partners with the
knowledge and expertise to carry out this important work.

We are hearing that the reformed churches in Ukraine and the region are also
feeling called to join in the humanitarian response. PDA, therefore, anticipates that
our response will include both financial and technical assistance as the network of
faith communities providing humanitarian assistance grows in the months ahead.
As we pray for an end to this violence, we ask the U.S. Government and our
European allies to make a commitment to the Ukrainian people for a peaceful
solution. We don’t know how long it will take, but we know that they will need
help with the rebuilding of their country so that those who are fleeing now may one
day return home safely.

Funds are being used for emergency humanitarian aid such as food items, shelter,
medicines, diapers, hygiene items, etc.
The needs for the response will be great. God’s people are called on to stand in
the "GAP" — Give. Act. Pray.
If you can give, make your check payable to Westminster Presbyterian
Church with "DR000156-Ukraine" on the memo line

Earth Day 2022 – Invest in our Planet
On April 22, more than 1 billion people in 192 countries will be celebrating Earth
Day. The first Earth Day was held in 1970, marking the start of the green
revolution, the movement that brought broad realization to the world’s citizens that
the Earth is threatened by pollution and climate change.
We at Westminster will observe this day on Sunday, April 24. This year, the theme
for Earth Day is “Invest in our Planet,” with emphasis on actions that individuals
can take in their personal lives and on ways they can influence businesses and
public officials to adopt sustainable practices. Although these may be small steps
in themselves, they are amplified by the actions of other individuals that in turn
make a difference.
We all know to conserve, reuse, and recycle. These are positive and effective
personal choices. However, we also have considerable power to make our voices
heard collectively through our civic actions. By supporting eco-friendly businesses
and encouraging our elected officeholders to promote sustainable use of resources,
we can change our communities, the nation, and the world for the better. As an
Earth Care congregation, we are committed to doing our part.
After our Earth Day Sunday service, the Earth Care Ministry Committee will have
information tables with suggestions on how we can all support this endeavor. We
will also provide information in our weekly bulletins. By our combined efforts, we
will make a difference.
We must answer God’s call to be responsible stewards of His precious creation.
Please remember to sign on for our church’s participation in the
Ecochallenge beginning on April 1. (Ecochallenge.org)

Earth Day 2022
After our Earth Day Sunday service on April 24, please join us in the church
courtyard for our plant exchange and information on caring for God’s world. We
will have available prepared letters on local environmental issues for us to take
home, sign, and send to our government officials. We will also have information on
such topics as eating a meatless diet, and ecofriendly products we all can use.

Please begin preparing your plants or
seedlings for our plant exchange.
Whether you donate or not, you may take
a plant home with you to benefit
pollinators and enhance your garden.
Reminder : Please sign on to
Ecochallenge.org at any time during
April
to
support
our
church’s
Ecochallenge team.
On Earth Day let us renew our commitment to be active participants in efforts to
help preserve God’s precious creation.

Question #1: How many know when Becca became Westminster’s new
Pastor? Let me give you a hint: nearly 1 year ago on May 1 st, 2021. That
date is also when our church is honoring Becca and hubby, Greg, with a
baby-to-be party showering them with gifts, food and fun (although a food
shower may be a bit messy. . .!) To make this event a success, a monetary
donation will help defray costs. So please contact Carol Alderson as the
one who is collecting cash donations.
Question #2: What can you bring? Because we all like to eat, bring a
dish of bite-size finger foods to share, such as tea sandwiches, or
mini-dessert items, or fresh fruit. Bring a new book for the baby
personalized with a special thought or prayer from you. Get creative. It’s
a party!!

Mark Your Calendars
WPC will participate in an Interfaith Picnic at
Roper Park. 401 NE 2nd St, Gainesville, FL.
http://www.explorehistoricalachuacounty.com/
location/roper-park-old-city-park/
Faith communities throughout Gainesville will
gather together for fun, fellowship and food on
May 15th at 1:00 pm.
Additional information will be provided closer to
the date.
Mark Your Calendars

The Earth Care Committee is collecting several items to help us remember
to Reduce, Reuse, Recycle. Your will find boxes in the foyer for your
contribution.


Unused packets of plastic forks and knives - through the end of April—
as a part of Earth Day Celebration. The plasticware you donate will be
given to St. Francis House in downtown Gainesville for their use.



Small, used batteries



Small, burned out light bulbs
Earth Care Committee will take the used batteries
and light bulbs to the hazardous waste recycling
for you.

If you are unable to meet at the church for
services, Gail will be at the church building
each Tuesday thru Friday from 10am—
1:00 pm to accept your canned and
non-perishable food donations. If you are
unable to bring your food donations by
the
church,
please
contact
Penny Woodward (678-520-3817 or
pennyw49@hotmail.com) to have your
donation picked up. The donations will be
delivered to Gainesville Community
Ministry.

Treasurer Note
Thank you so much for your generous support of Westminster and the other
agencies.
We now have a secure-locked mail box so please continue to
give by mailing in your donations to:
1521 NW 34th Street Gainesville, FL 32605-5033
Or with On-Line Giving at:
https://www.churchofficegiving.com/App/Giving/wpcgainesville

Lori Nason

04/12

Andy Olivenbaum

04/15

Doug Barrett

04/18

Nancy Dickson

04/22

Please contact the church office if you know of someone’s birthday or anniversary
that is not listed. Thank you.

•

Bible Study @10:30 am each Tuesday

•

Choir Practice @ 6pm each Wednesday

•

Adult Study of the book Dusk Night Dawn, On Revival and Courage by Anne
Lamott, meets each Thursday @ 4pm. Contact Barry Nason for information.

•

Adult Study of the book Truth and Hope: Essays for a Perilous Age by Walter
Brueggemann, meets via Zoom on Thursdays @7pm. Contact Gwen Lombard
for information and Zoom link.

•

Easter Sunrise Service, Sunday, April 17th@7am

•

Easter Breakfast following sunrise service

•

Easter Worship Service, Sunday April 17th @ 9:30am

•

B&G Committee Meeting, Sunday, April 24th@11am

•

Liturgist Training, Sunday, April 24th@11:30am

•

Baby Shower, Sunday, May 1st @ 3:00 pm

•

Hosting Family Promise Families, May 1st—May 7th

•

Presbyterian Women, Wednesday, May 11th @2pm

•

Interfaith Picnic, Sunday May 15th @ 1:00 pm

•

Stated Session Meeting, Sunday, May 22nd @ 12:30pm
Contact Committee Chairperson or Church Office for Zoom information.

Have you ever missed worship and wished you could hear the sermon later? Have
you ever fallen asleep during the sermon and wanted to try again? Have you ever
heard something really interesting or thought-provoking and wished you could
listen for a second time?
Now you can!
WPC now has a YouTube channel! Right now, the link is
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHYVoQlwG2gFBTSxnzVu9dg
If you have a YouTube or other Google account, it would be helpful if you could
subscribe to our channel.
In addition, you will find the last three sermons posted on our Web page under
Popular Links at the top of the page.
Congregational Care Committee – We are here to provide care and support to
all members but especially to those who are ill, those in hospitals or
rehabilitation facilities, or those in need of special attention. If you need medical
equipment, we have a small loan-out supply. If you or your loved one is in the
hospital or a rehab facility, we can coordinate meals brought to your residence or
we can visit. If you would like a visit or phone call for general emotional
support, that can be arranged too. Phone or email the Parish Nurse or CCC
member on call for the month, or leave a message with the church office. Caring
for one another and reaching out to each other is who we are.
Congregational Care Committee
Representatives
April
Barbara Scott @ 352-372-7191
Betty Jax @ 352-215-4486
Lynne Webster @ 352-281-4790

If you have any corrections, updates or a new prayer request to add to our prayer list,
please call the church office or email contact@wpcgainesville.org
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Andy, Bob Lombard’s brother-in-law
Rich and Karen Abernethy (Deanna
Henriksen’s parents)
Family of Dick Dorn (Doug Barrett)
Sue Barrett & Jean Cobble (Doug
Barrett)
Karen (Black’s friend)
Louise Black
Louise Black’s daughter, Donna
Louise Black’s granddaughter,
Hillary
Louise Black’s sister &husband, Jim
& Iris
Dalton & Ann Gay Burch
Mary Burrow (W &N Griffin)
Paul Catches (Julian Gilder’s son)
Wendy Dever & Wendy’s Mother
and Matt
Dean, Carol, & Peggy
Linda Ellwood’s granddaughter, Amber
Switzer & great-granddaughter, Amelia
Linda Ellwood’s children’s paternal
family in Odessa, Ukraine
Zoe Emanuel
Norma Green
Deyne (Norma Green’s cousin)
Katherine
(Norma Green)
Norma Green’s son Walter
Peggy Guin
Peggy Guin’s cousin, Sam
Jeanette & Keith Hostetler
Carolyn & Tracy (Carter’s)
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Roberto, Estéfani &Family
Barbara Lawson (Becca’s mother)
Joanne Lee
Karen, (friend of Helen McCune)
Dick Menzel & family on the death of
his brother, Roger
Helen McCune’s sister & family
Nancy Morris’ Mother
Mariam, Peggy Guin friend
Lori Nason
Sasha Norton’s family in Ukraine
Donna Parker’s friend, Kathryn
Hugh Putnam & son, Charles
Brenda Robinson
Larry Seymour
Thomsen Family (Gladys Lane)
Sally Walker & Elizabeth Walker
Sharon Walters (friend of Julian Gilder)
Sonia Waters (friend of Becca Putman)
Tom Webster’s cousin Debbie
Bill & Penny Woodward on the death
of his mother, Helen
Bill Woodward’s brother’s family
Ukraine
Our Country & those that serve in all
military branches
National Farm Worker Ministry
All those affected by natural disasters,
as well as victims of acts of violence
Health Care Workers & first responders
Missionaries from our Presbytery
Our sister church in Havana, Cuba

How to reach us at WPC
Reverend Rebecca Lawson Putman
Pastor
Becca.putman@wpcgainesville.org
Gail W. Acree
Administrative Assistant
gail.acree@wpcgainesville.org
Office Hours: Tuesday—Friday 10:00 am—1:00 pm
Church Website: https://wpcgainesville.com
Email: contact@wpcgainesville.org
Church phone#: 352-378-4032
Rev. Dr. Glenn W. Dickson, Pastor Emeritus
Helen McCune, Treasurer
Julian Gilder, Music Director
Oscar White, Custodial Services

Elder for the Month of April is
Helen McCune @ 352-339-6305
Please contact the Elder regarding
emergencies in the
absence of the pastor.

Session Elders:
Colin Hines
Anne Newman
Erica Carter
Bob Lombard (Clerk)
Peggy Guin
Carol Alderson
Doug Barrett
Linda Clary
Helen McCune

Committee Chairpersons:
Administration: Gwen Lombard
Building & Grounds: Colin Hines
Christian Education: Bob Lombard
Congregational Care: Betty Jax
Earth Care: Anne Newman
Membership: Erica Carter
Outreach: Penny Woodward
Presbyterian Women: Daryl Mullee
Worship: Peggy Guin

