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This Week at

Westminster Presbyterian Church
Christ welcomes all, and so do we

Westminster’s Weekly Newsletter

May 29, 2022
7th Sunday of Easter
Worship 9:30
In-Service & Streaming Live
We have returned to in-person worship. We will continue with our on-line
Zoom service as well for those unable to join us in person.
If you would like to join us via Zoom, call the church office at 352-378-4032 or
write contact@wpcgaineville.org (leave your name, phone number and email
address) and the link will be provided.

Come Join the Fun!
The Children’s Sunday School will be held in-person in the children’s
classroom at 10:45 am on Sunday Mornings. Parents should contact Debbie
Powell for information.

Building & Grounds Committee is planning a workday on Saturday, June 4th
starting at 8:30am. Your assistance is needed to help clean up our buildings and
grounds. Please plan to attend.

Next Sunday June 5, 2022
Next Sunday, June 5th, Rev. Dr. Ina Boyd will be in the Pulpit.
Sunday, June 5th, we will celebrate
Communion. If you are joining us via Zoom,
please have a piece of bread or cracker on a plate
with a small cup of wine or juice for each one in
your household.
Pastor Ina will provide
instructions during the service.

Weekly Summer Camp at Montgomery will begin June 5th and runs through
August 5th for children 2nd grade through 12th. Brochures are available on the
Children’s Table in the lobby, or go to their web site (link) . Scholarships may
be available, contact Becky at 352-473-4516.

Among PCUSA’s Churchwide offerings is that of Pentecost. It is directed at
supporting youth; inspiring them to share their faith, ideas and individual talents
with the Church and the world.
Psalm 71 testifies that a foundation of faith born in childhood helps to ensure
lifelong faith and service. And, it is our children and grandchildren who will be
the future custodians of God’s amazing worldly creation.
60% of Pentecost donations are typically directed to the Presbyterian Missionary
Agency which through its various ministries, supports children, youth and young
adults. Individual churches generally direct the balance toward the lives of at-risk
children in their community.
Fortunately, Gainesville is blessed with an active Chapter of Food 4 Kids. Hungry
kids don’t always look hungry, and they can’t focus on learning. Thousands of
students depend upon free lunch programs for the majority of their meals. Thus a
problem arises on weekends and in summer when school is not in session.
Food 4 Kids helps the young ones to bridge these gaps. Through the efforts of its
volunteers, if fills backpacks with non-perishable items like breakfast bars and
cereal, canned beans, soups, and veggies, snacks like raisins, fruit cups and PB&J
and milk and juice in boxes and pouches. The kids bring the backpacks home on
Friday and return them on Monday for re-fill the following weekend. Large boxes
cover extended holidays and summer breaks.
Donate, organize a food drive, or volunteer your precious time and talent. Only
$250 will supplement one child’s food needs for an entire year.
I submit to you that this is the sort of generous giving WPC should be proud to be
a part of, and I ask that you prayerfully consider the Pentecost offering as a way of
nurturing the faith of those who are the church to come.
Thank you and God bless!

Bread of the Mighty Food Bank
BOXES FOR SENIORS
Bread of the Mighty Food Bank provides food for citizens of all ages who fall
below the poverty level in Alachua and five neighboring counties. As a part of this
effort, it participates in “Boxes for Seniors”, a USDA sponsored food relief
program for the elderly whose level of income is insufficient to meet their required
non-perishable food needs. Every second Saturday, a team of volunteers gathers at
the Food Bank to stuff boxes. Specifically, one line of volunteers opens cases of
food provided by various vendors, and places those food items on a long table. A
second group stuffs individual boxes with the specific food items, seals the boxes
and loads them on pallets for delivery by truck to 14 different distribution centers
in Bread of the Mighty’s service area. A third group of volunteers stands behind
the assembly line to crush the empty vendor boxes for re-use in other Food Bank
services.
This monthly event is made possible only by the contributions of the
volunteers, who process the boxes in a coordinated assembly line fashion with a lot
of fun and camaraderie. Approximately 1100 boxes are stuffed at each monthly
event, and while the warehouse is not air conditioned, it is comfortably cooled by
serious overhead fans. Moreover, in the summer months, the normal contingent of
UF student volunteers is not available, so the Food Bank depends heavily on other
sources.
WPC’s Outreach Committee has offered to provide a half-dozen or more
volunteers at the next box stuffing on Saturday, June 11 at 10 am. The event
usually lasts about two hours and upon completion, leaves you with the feeling of
“look what we did!”
Please consult your calendars, give this community outreach favorable
consideration if possible, and let Penny or John know by June 9 if you can
participate. We will then give a head count to the Food Bank. Thank you.

Striving toward Zero Waste
We are all too aware that litter is everywhere to be found in our environment. Since
the invention of mass-produced plastic in the 1950’s, a throw-away culture has
evolved in which obsolescence and single-use have become the norm. We hardly
take note of the fact that the single-use plastic cup we use for 10 minutes and then
throw out, may remain in a landfill or in the ocean for hundreds of years.
Wildlife is suffocating due to our wasteful lifestyle, and countries are finding it
difficult to deal with the endless amount of trash we produce. Recycling programs
presently deal with only 10% of the plastics we throw away. The rest remains in
our environment.
Zero-waste is a lifestyle that aims to reduce the waste generated on Earth by
refusing single use products and reusing and recycling the materials we need. The
zero-waste movement is about finding beauty in simplicity, about doing more with
less, and refocusing on what is essential. The movement is comprised of
individuals, who all take small steps towards sustainability. We at Westminster
must do our part by becoming active members. In future bulletin articles, we hope
to address Gainesville’s zero waste efforts and how we can participate in this allimportant movement. As custodians of God’s world, we are responsible for its
wellbeing.

Highlights from the May 22, 2022, Session Meeting
•

Met as Corporate Trustees to designate the following as check signatories for
the church: Helen McCune, Gwen Lombard, Bill Woodward, Sam Trickey and
Joe Black.

•

Named Elders of the Month as follows: June- Bob Lombard, July- Linda Clary,
August- Erica Carter, September-Helen McCune, October – Carol Alderson,
November- Colin Hines, December -TBD.

•

Discussed the role that Elder of the Month may need to play during Pastor Becca’s leave.

•

Approved a grant request to the Presbytery of St. Augustine to enhance our hybrid worship with a screen in the sanctuary.

•

Set the Annual Congregational Meeting for October 23rd and Dedication Sunday for the Stewardship Campaign for November 20th. That provides October
30, November 6, 13, and 20 for Stewardship activities during worship.

Treasurer’s Monthly Report:
Thank you all for generous support of Westminster and the other
agencies.
April 2022
Expenses
Income (incl user
fees)

$20,778.53
$17,591.45
*

Year to date

% of Budget

$84,629.32
$126,070.95

($282,112.28)
30%
45%

*Of Note: 5 families have paid their yearly pledge in full.
Other donations in April: Disaster Relief $300, Family Promise $175,
One Great Hour of Sharing $2150, Presbyterian Women $351.02

A mission trip to our sister church in Cuba is tentatively set for Oct. 24 to 31. We
will fly from Tampa to Havana. A van from he church will meet us at the
airport. We will stay in the church dorm and enjoy most of our meals in the
church dining hall. We will meet with the pastor and other staff during the
week. We will engage in a joint Bible study with our hosts and participate in
worship on October 30. While there we will visit the former Hemingway home,
visit the former presidential palace, an art museum, the old Spanish fort, and
engage in other activities in the Havana area. There will be ample time for
shopping. The estimated cost is roughly $1500 per person. If you plan to
participate please send a check payable to WPC for $145 by July 1st. This covers
the cost of getting a religious visa from the Cuban government. You need not be
fluent in Spanish to participate. For additional information see Glenn Dickson.

Peggy Guin

06/04

Natalie Henriksen

06/06

Don Eitzman

06/06

Jackie Choi

06/07

Elizabeth Walker

06/10

Hailey Kairalla

06/30

Frank & Marvel Townsend
Greg & Becca Putman
Linda Spurny & Robin Ingle
Larry & Kathy Green

06/03
06/13
06/13
06/27

Please contact the church office if you know of someone’s birthday or anniversary
that is not listed. Thank you.

If you are unable to meet at the church for services,
Gail will be at the church building each Tuesday thru
Friday from 10am—1: 00 pm to accept your canned
and non-perishable food donations.
If you are
unable to bring your food donations by the church,
please contact Penny Woodward (678-520-3817 or
pennyw49@hotmail.com)
to
have
your
donation picked up.
The donations will be
delivered to Gainesville Community Ministry.

Treasurer Note
Thank you so much for your generous support of
Westminster and the other agencies.
We now have a secure-locked mail box so please continue
to give by mailing in your donations to:
1521 NW 34th Street Gainesville, FL 32605-5033
Or with On-Line Giving at:
https://www.churchofficegiving.com/App/Giving/wpcgainesville

•

Bible Study @10:30 am each Tuesday *via Zoom

•

Choir Practice @ 6pm each Wednesday

•

Adult Study of the book An Alter of the World, A Geography of Faith by
Barbara Brown Taylor, meets each Thursday @ 4pm. Contact Barry Nason
for information. *via Zoom

•

Adult Study of the book Truth and Hope: Essays for a Perilous Age by Walter
Brueggemann, meets via Zoom on Thursdays @7pm. Contact Gwen Lombard
for information and Zoom link. *via Zoom

•

Building & Grounds Church Workday, Saturday, June 4th @ 8:30am

•

Congregational Care Committee, Wednesday, June 15th @ 3:30pm

•

Building & Grounds Committee, Sunday, June 26th @ 11am

•

Earth Care Ministry Committee, Sunday June 26th @ 7pm *Zoom
Contact Committee Chairperson or Church Office for Zoom information.

If you have any corrections, updates or a new prayer request to add to our prayer list,
please call the church office or email contact@wpcgainesville.org
•
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Andy, Bob Lombard’s brother-in-law
Rich and Karen Abernethy (Deanna
Henriksen’s parents)
Sue Barrett (Doug & Macky Barrett)
Karen (Black’s friend)
Louise Black
Louise Black’s daughter, Donna
Louise Black’s granddaughter,
Hillary
Louise Black’s sister &husband, Jim
& Iris
Dalton & Ann Gay Burch
Carolyn & Tracy (Carter’s)
Paul Catches (Julian Gilder’s son)
Wendy Dever & Wendy’s Mother
and Matt
Mike Hazlett
Elaine Kaplan (Wayne Griffin)
Linda Ellwood’s granddaughter, Amber
Switzer & great-granddaughter, Amelia
Linda Ellwood’s children’s paternal
family in Odessa, Ukraine
Zoe Emanuel
Norma Green
Deyne (Norma Green’s cousin)
Katherine & Rosemary (N.Green)
Norma Green’s son Walter
Peggy Guin
Peggy Guin’s cousin, Sam

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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•
•
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•

Jeanette & Keith Hostetler
John (Barbara Scott’s brother)
Marcia (Barbara Scott)
Roberto, Estéfani &Family
Joanne Lee
Karen, (friend of Helen McCune)
Mariam, Peggy Guin friend
Lori Nason
Gale Neville (W & N Griffin)
Sasha Norton’s family in Ukraine
Donna Parker’s friend, Kathryn
Hugh Putnam
Brenda Robinson
Larry Seymour
Thomsen Family (Gladys Lane)
Sally Walker & Elizabeth Walker
Sharon Walters (friend of Julian Gilder)
Sonia Waters (friend of Becca Putman)
Tom Webster’s cousin Debbie
Bill Woodward’s brother’s family
Ukraine
Our Country & those that serve in all
military branches
National Farm Worker Ministry
All those affected by natural disasters,
as well as victims of acts of violence
Health Care Workers & first responders
Missionaries from our Presbytery

Have you ever missed worship and wished you could hear the sermon later? Have
you ever fallen asleep during the sermon and wanted to try again? Have you ever
heard something really interesting or thought-provoking and wished you could
listen for a second time?
Now you can!
WPC now has a YouTube channel! Right now, the link is
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHYVoQlwG2gFBTSxnzVu9dg
If you have a YouTube or other Google account, it would be helpful if you could
subscribe to our channel.
In addition, you will find the last three sermons posted on our Web page under
Popular Links at the top of the page.
Congregational Care Committee – We are here to provide care and support to
all members but especially to those who are ill, those in hospitals or
rehabilitation facilities, or those in need of special attention. If you need medical
equipment, we have a small loan-out supply. If you or your loved one is in the
hospital or a rehab facility, we can coordinate meals brought to your residence or
we can visit. If you would like a visit or phone call for general emotional
support, that can be arranged too. Phone or email the Parish Nurse or CCC
member on call for the month, or leave a message with the church office. Caring
for one another and reaching out to each other is who we are.
Congregational Care Committee
Representatives
June
Barbara Scott @ 352-372-7191
Carol Alderson @ 352-318-4268

How to reach us at WPC
Reverend Rebecca Lawson Putman
Pastor
Becca.putman@wpcgainesville.org
Gail W. Acree
Administrative Assistant
gail.acree@wpcgainesville.org
Office Hours: Tuesday—Friday 10:00 am—1:00 pm
Church Website: https://wpcgainesville.com
Email: contact@wpcgainesville.org
Church phone#: 352-378-4032
Rev. Dr. Glenn W. Dickson, Pastor Emeritus
Helen McCune, Treasurer
Julian Gilder, Music Director
Oscar White, Custodial Services

Elder for the Month of May is
Anne Newman @ 352-226-1437
Please contact the Elder regarding
emergencies in the
absence of the pastor.

Session Elders:
Colin Hines
Anne Newman
Erica Carter
Bob Lombard (Clerk)
Peggy Guin
Carol Alderson
Doug Barrett
Linda Clary
Helen McCune

Elder for the Month of June is
Bob Lombard@ 352-672-8205
Please contact the Elder regarding
emergencies in the
absence of the pastor.

Committee Chairpersons:
Administration: Gwen Lombard
Building & Grounds: Colin Hines
Christian Education: Bob Lombard
Congregational Care: Betty Jax
Earth Care: Anne Newman
Membership: Erica Carter
Outreach: Penny Woodward
Presbyterian Women: Daryl Mullee
Worship: Peggy Guin

