
https://wpcgainesville.com   1521 NW 34th Street Gainesville FL  32605   352-378-4032 

 

This Week at 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Christ welcomes all, and so do we 

 

 



Westminster’s Weekly Newsletter 

March 5, 2023 

2nd Sunday in Lent 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Worship  9:30 am 

In-Service & Streaming Live  
 

We gather each Sunday to worship in-person. We will continue with our                  
on-line Zoom service as well for those unable to join us in person.   

If you would like to join us via Zoom, call the church office at 352-378-4032  or 
write contact@wpcgaineville.org (leave your name, phone number and email                 
address) and the link will be provided. 

The Children’s Sunday School will meet in the              

children’s classroom (#2) on Sunday Mornings.  

Adult Study led by Don Eitzman, will meet each Sunday 

at 11:00am in the Community Building.  We will study the 

book The Gift of Years: Growing Older Gracefully by 

Joan Chittister.  Contact Barry Nason for information. 

*hybrid 

This Sunday, March 5th, we will celebrate the 

Lord’s Supper.  If you are joining us via Zoom, 

please have a piece of bread or cracker on a plate 

with a small cup of wine or juice for each one in 

your household.  Pastor Becca will provide                             

instructions during the service. 



The Session has called for a Congregational Meeting immediately following 

worship, Sunday, March 5th to approve the following individuals to serve on the 

Elder Nominating Committee.  The nominating committee consists of two ruling 

elders currently serving on Session and four members of the congregation not                 

serving on Session who have already agreed to serve (Colin Hines, Susie Gonzalez, 

Nancy Morris, Betty Jax).  The nominating committee is charged with seeking                        

individuals to serve as Ruling Elders on Session.   

Next Sunday, March 12th, is                 

designated as Camp Montgomery 

Day.  Rebekah Rogers from Camp 

Montgomery will do a Minute for                  

Mission.  We will also collect a           

special offering.   

Next Sunday, March 12th 



Another Way to Help 

Did you know that every Sunday Fair Trade coffee, 

tea, chocolates, cashews, olive oil, and dates are 

available?  This is a win-win opportunity to support 

fair trade products and contribute our profits to the 

Gainesville Community Ministries.  Pick up some 

delicious treats and help our community!  

A Time to Turn 

The Lenten journey from the ashes of death to resurrected life begins on the first 

day of Lent, Ash Wednesday (February 22), which signifies a time to turn around, 

to change directions, to repent. This first day of Lent reminds us that unless we are 

willing to die to our old selves, we cannot be raised to new life with Christ. The 

first step of this journey calls us to acknowledge and confront our mortality, indi-

vidually and corporately. In many traditions, this is symbolized through the imposi-

tion of ashes — placing a cross on one’s forehead. During the imposition of ashes 

the words: “You are dust, and to dust you shall return” (Genesis 3:19) are repeated 

again and again. We are to remember that we are but temporary creatures, always 

on the edge of death. On Ash Wednesday, we begin our Lenten trek through the   

desert toward Easter. 

 Below is a link to a 2023 Lent Devotional for your use.  It is hoped that you'll                         
follow along daily and be deepened in your faith . 

 

https://www.pts.edu/UserFiles/File/PDFs/Lent%20Devotional%202023/Lent%
20Devotional%202023%20-%20Print.pdf 

New Name Badges 

The Membership Committee project to provide new personalized name badges for 

the Westminster family is nearing completion.  If you have not received yours and 

would like to have one, please let us know.  To date, 60 laser engraved badges have 

been made.  If you wish to express your appreciation to Sara Gonzalez who made 

them at no cost, a "thank you" card will be in the foyer next Sunday.   

https://www.pts.edu/UserFiles/File/PDFs/Lent%20Devotional%202023/Lent%20Devotional%202023%20-%20Print.pdf
https://www.pts.edu/UserFiles/File/PDFs/Lent%20Devotional%202023/Lent%20Devotional%202023%20-%20Print.pdf


We will be hosting families who don’t have homes the week of March 19th.  
Please consider volunteering as one of the following.  You can sign up on the board 
at church or on Sign Up Genius at this link,   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0F4AADA923A3F58-family 

Descriptions of Volunteer spots: 

The evening hosts come to church around 5 and are there to offer hospitality.                 
Parents may head directly into their rooms or be glad to chat.  We remind you that 
our "job" is to be kind, patient and helpful.  You may take the kids out for a walk 
around the church or stay inside to play a game, but understand that parents are                 
responsible for their kids.  Please check with the dinner preparer to see if help is 
needed with serving or cleaning up.   

Dinner preparers bring a meal to church by 6 pm.  We prefer to have you stay to 
serve the meal and clean up afterwards.  Please eat with the guests if you are                 
comfortable doing that.  For many reasons, the number of guests may change - even 
on the same day you are scheduled to feed them.  Carol/Helen will do their best to 
give you a heads-up, but it isn't always possible.  If there are leftovers, please ask 
the guests if they would like them; otherwise, take them home. 

Overnight hosts come to church at 8:30. Lights out, the door is locked and TV off 
by 10, with a possible exception on Friday night.  We have been using Gail's office 
for the overnight host and you will have a cot to sleep on.  There are plenty of                 
linens.  Breakfast foods are available and you might want to check in the evening to 
ask if they are going to eat or not.  If they are, please put the cereal and juice out 
and make some coffee.  Again, flexibility is the key.  James is the FP van driver and 
will pick up those without a vehicle.  He arrives early and may come in for coffee 
and chat with the guests.  

Each family is different; some are engaging, while others keep to themselves.  As 
you can imagine, guests' jobs may change their hours in shelter.  If they are                       
working late, for instance, some want a meal saved and others do not.  We have 
found, over the years, that the families are appreciative.  In turn, Helen and Carol 
appreciate you, our generous, flexible very much  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0F4AADA923A3F58-family


“God is our refuge and strength … though the mountains shake.” 

- Psalm 46:1-3 

The scale of the disaster facing Syria and Turkey after the Feb. 6 earthquake is              

becoming clearer. The 7.8-magnitude quake and its aftershocks have left more than 

11,000 people dead and thousands more injured; these numbers will rise as search 

and rescue continues. Buildings have been reduced to rubble, and roads and bridges 

have been severely damaged, resulting in dangerous conditions for first responders. 

In some places, such as Aleppo, this destruction is compounding the damage of the 

now 11-year war in Syria. 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is providing emergency relief and                    

short-term recovery in the impacted areas through long-standing partners in Syria, 

in addition to ACT Alliance members in Syria and Turkey, all of whom are already 

on the ground. PDA will remain active throughout the entire recovery process,                       

accompanying our partners in the area as they determine long-term program needs 

and providing financial support for building and resilience. 

Financial support for relief efforts can be designated to DR999999-ST earthquake. 

Make your check payable to Westminster Presbyterian Church with “DR999999-ST 

Earthquake” written on the memo line.  Or you may give on-line at:  

https://www.churchofficegiving.com/App/Giving/wpcgainesville by designating 

the donation to PDA  - earthquake. 

Or if you wish to donate for Ukraine, “DR000156”. 

https://d2g8bt04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/UC+113/d2G8BT04/VVnZyS2s5DYyN5-GF13JqqfsW5GRJ1L4WQVS1N2C5czp3lScGV1-WJV7CgSKjW6WjnHw6MyCMpW73Bxn72Z7jWnW4KywLZ8YjY0gW4vY4rt40KWyTW6S8wqr2x6HH_W5scMr35FxgT_W6wm_9m5WRZpGW1JSH-647MDZdW5Cm9D56jCR47W90086l7DcjrrW6v_RTn5hW
https://d2g8bt04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/UC+113/d2G8BT04/VVnZyS2s5DYyN5-GF13JqqfsW5GRJ1L4WQVS1N2C5czp3lScGV1-WJV7CgMQxN5fbs17q6-D1W1LbwSC2lvVfzW8hBBYR3FGY1VW2fW3gJ5Y30fJN3HlcHkxPDQ-W5S_H8G1L7x-qW3tbbvN2gYDHXW6ndKv-1nXQt0VYks948zxc2-W4Pd8GN4FF31xW2-83GC3jZDvN
https://d2g8bt04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/UC+113/d2G8BT04/VVnZyS2s5DYyN5-GF13JqqfsW5GRJ1L4WQVS1N2C5czp3lScGV1-WJV7CgMQxN5fbs17q6-D1W1LbwSC2lvVfzW8hBBYR3FGY1VW2fW3gJ5Y30fJN3HlcHkxPDQ-W5S_H8G1L7x-qW3tbbvN2gYDHXW6ndKv-1nXQt0VYks948zxc2-W4Pd8GN4FF31xW2-83GC3jZDvN
https://www.churchofficegiving.com/App/Giving/wpcgainesville


If you are unable to meet at the church for                    

services, Gail will be at the church building each 

Tuesday thru Friday from 10am—1:  00 pm 

to accept your canned and non-perishable food 

donations.   If you are unable to bring your 

food donations by the church, please contact 

Penny Woodward (678-520-3817 or                  

pennyw49@hotmail.com) to have your                        

donation picked up.  The donations will be                  

delivered to Gainesville Community Ministry. 

Please contact the church office if you know of someone’s birthday or anniversary                                

that is not listed.  Thank you. 

Eileen Carter  03/06 

Ann Gay Burch  03/11 

Bob Lombard  03/14 

Paul Carter  03/17 

Bethany Webster 03/20 

Doug & Macky Barrett 03/02 

 

Bill & Penny Woodward 03/28 



Treasurer Note 

Thank you so much for your generous support of   
Westminster and the other agencies. 
 

We now have a secure-locked mail box so please continue  
to give by mailing in your donations to: 
 

1521 NW 34th Street Gainesville, FL 32605-5033 
 
Or with On-Line Giving at: 
 

https://www.churchofficegiving.com/App/Giving/wpcgainesville 

Contact Committee Chairperson or Church Office for Zoom information. 

• Adult Study led by Don Eitzman, will meet each Sunday at 10:45am in                  
Classroom 3.  We will study the book The Gift of Years: Growing Older     Grace-
fully by Joan Chittister.. Contact Barry Nason for information. *hybrid 

•  Bible Study @10:30 am each Tuesday *Zoom    

• Choir Practice @ 6pm each Wednesday   

• Adult Study of “American Prophets: The Religious Roots of Progressive                  
Politics and the Ongoing Fight for the Soul of the Country” by Jack Jenkins, will 
meet each Thursday, 7pm.  Contact Gwen or Bob Lombard for                            
information.  *Zoom    

• Congregational Meeting, Sunday, March 5th, immediately following worship 

• Administration Committee Meeting, Sunday March 5th @ 11:30 am *Zoom   

• Presbyterian Women, Wednesday, March 8th @ 2:00 pm 

• Daylight Savings Time Begins, Sunday, March 12th 

• Membership Committee, Sunday, March 12th @11am 

• Stated Session Meeting, Sunday, March 12th @ 1pm *Zoom   

• Congregational Care Committee, Wednesday, March 15th @ 3:30pm 

• Earth Care Ministry Meeting, Sunday, March 19th @ 7pm  *Zoom   

• Family Promise Families—Sunday, March 19th—Sunday, March 26th am 



Please review the Prayer Request List.  Call Gail in the church office                    

(352-378-4032) or email contact@wpcgainesville.org if you have any                           

additions, deletions or corrections that should be made.   Thank you 

“The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will 
raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be 
forgiven .  Therefore confess your sins to one another, and 
pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer 
of the righteous is powerful and effective .: James 5:15-16    

• Andy, Bob Lombard’s brother-in-law 
• Noemi Baldwin’s nephew’s wife 
• Noemi Baldwin’s son-in-law,Don 
• Macky Barrett & her mother  
• Burton & Meta Bennett 
• Louise Black 
• Ina Boyd 
• Ann Gay Burch 
• Carolyn & Tracy (Carter’s) 
• Pam, Eileen Carter’s aunt 
• Wendy Dever & Wendy’s Mother  

 and Matt 
• Zoe Emanuel  
• Dharma MA (friend of Zoe               

 Emanuel) 
• Norma Green, son Walter & her 

 friends Katherine & Rosemary 
• Jim Griffin (Dana Griffin’s brother) 
• Peggy Guin 
• Nancy McSweeny (friend of Peggy) 
• Linda (Friend of Becca Putman) 
• Jeff (friend of Paul Carter) 
• Karen, (friend of Helen McCune) 

• John (friend of Beth Miller) 
• Lori Nason 
• Hugh Putnam 
• Carlos, Estéfani & Family & Marco 
• Brenda Robinson 
• Roy & Ruth 
• Larry Seymour 
• Thomsen Family (Gladys Lane) 
• Sharon Walters (friend of Julian Gilder) 
• Sonia Waters (friend of Becca Putman) 
• Terry, Tom Webster’s brother 
• Betsy, Tom Webster’s Cousin 
• Ukraine, Turkey, Syria 
• Our Country & those that serve in all 

 military branches 
• National Farm Worker Ministry 
• All those affected by natural disasters,  

as  well as victims of acts of violence, 
• Health Care Workers & first responders 
• Missionaries from our Presbytery 
• Our sister church in Havana, Cuba 
• Vacation Bible School—June 3rd 



Congregational Care Committee – We are here to provide care and support to 

all members but especially to those who are ill, those in hospitals or                              

rehabilitation facilities, or those in need of special attention.  If you need medical 

equipment, we have a small loan-out supply. If you or your loved one is in the 

hospital or a rehab facility, we can coordinate meals brought to your residence or 

we can visit.  If you would like a visit or phone call for general emotional                   

support, that can be arranged too.  Phone or email the Parish Nurse or CCC                

member on call for the month, or leave a message with the church office.  Caring 

for one another and reaching out to each other is who we are.   

Have you ever missed worship and wished you could hear the sermon later? Have 

you ever fallen asleep during the sermon and wanted to try again?  Have you ever 

heard something really interesting or thought-provoking and wished you could                    

listen for a second time?  
 

Now you can!    WPC now has a YouTube channel!  Right now, the link is      

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHYVoQlwG2gFBTSxnzVu9dg   
 

If you have a YouTube or other Google account, it would be helpful if you could 

subscribe to our channel.  
 

In addition, you will find the last three sermons posted on our Web page under 

Popular Links at the top of the page. 

Congregational Care Committee 
Representatives 

March 
 

Barbara Scott @ 352-372-7191 
Betty Jax @ 352-215-4486 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHYVoQlwG2gFBTSxnzVu9dg


 

How to reach us at WPC 

 

Reverend Rebecca Lawson Putman 
Pastor 

Becca.putman@wpcgainesville.org 
Cell#: 973-479-2638 

 
Gail W. Acree 

Administrative Assistant 
      gail.acree@wpcgainesville.org 

Office Hours:   Tuesday—Friday  10:00 am—1:00 pm 
 

Church Website:  https://wpcgainesville.com 
Email:  contact@wpcgainesville.org 

Church phone#: 352-378-4032 
 
 

Rev. Dr. Glenn W. Dickson, Pastor Emeritus 
Helen McCune, Treasurer 

Julian Gilder, Music Director,  juliangilder@gmail.com 
Oscar White, Custodial Services 

Session Elders:     

Anne Newman 

Erica Carter 

Bob Lombard (Clerk) 

Carol Alderson 

Doug Barrett 

Linda Clary 

Helen McCune 

Beth Miller 

Gwen Lombard 

Bill Woodward 

Committee Chairpersons:   

Administration:  Gwen Lombard 

Building & Grounds: Colin Hines 

Christian Education:  Bob Lombard  

Congregational Care:   Betty Jax 

Earth Care:  Anne Newman 

Membership: Erica Carter 

Outreach:  Penny Woodward & John Booth 

Presbyterian Women:  

Worship:  (Beth Miller -Liaison) 

 

Elder for the Month of March is  
Beth Miller @ 954-205-3707 

 

Please contact the Elder regarding  
emergencies in the  

absence of the pastor. 


